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WELCOME 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club welcomes delegates to the F.O.N. ’85 Conference. We hope you enjoy your 
stay in our Region and discover some of its unsuspected natural beauty in the Dundas Marsh, Niagara Escarp¬ 
ment and fine wooded areas of the surrounding countryside. For your indoor stay, our Club’s F.O.N. Con¬ 
ference Committee has assembled a program that will highlight some of the facets of our mutual interests and 
concerns. 

That Committee has worked hard for the last two years and will probably not have time to step back and enjoy 
the fruit of their labour. Instead, they will undoubtedly be answering questions, providing information, and 
checking last minute details. From the Club, and, I am sure, from everyone else at the Conference, an immense 
thank you to Peter Thoem, Jeff Blezius, Hazel Broker, Dave Bruton, Sheila Forbes, Paul Foster, Shirley Kle- 
ment, Nancy Lyne, Margaret Mackenzie, Anne May, Doug McCallum.Bill Schlatter, Tim Story, Ruth Thoem, 
and Luba Zitaruk. 

It has been 21 years since our Club hosted an F.O.N. Conference and in that time both the Federation and the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club have grown and changed. Fundamentally, however, we are still very much the same 
in our concern for the natural world and espousal of preservation through purchase of sanctuaries. We’re 
delighted to show our support of the F.O.N. through this Conference. I think that greater co-operation and 
solidarity between our two organizations will be one worthwhile result. 


Be sure to read through this special edition of “The Wood Duck” and learn about the natural history of the 
Hamilton area. Enjoy the Conference and don’t wait another 21 years to come back. 


Bruce Duncan 
President, H. N. C. 
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FAVOURITE SPOTS - Albert Butwick 

Trees in the Hamilton Area - Stretching from McMaster University are a number or woodea 
parklands with a variety of flora. Due to its diversity, one of the more interesting areas to 
explore is the north shore of Cootes Paradise or, as some refer to it, the Dundas Marsh. 

Here, while some trails criss-cross rolling forested terrain, others skirt the marsh. 

Depending on the season, many bird species maybe observed here. A couple or lookouts 
near Bull's Point are provided for better observation. 

Scattered here and there are such Carolinian species as Black Oak (Ouercus veluti na). 
Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) and the occasional Flowering Dogwood (Cornus floridq).. 

The main entrance to this area is the Royal Botanical Gardens Arboretum (an outdoor 
museum of woody plants, just off Old Guelph Road. 

For the serious student of silviculture the collection includes a number of rare native species 
such as Chestnut Oak (Quercus prinus) . Black Gum (Nysia sylvatica) and Blue Ash 
(Fraxinus quadrangulata). More southern species of the Carolinian zone include Umbrella 
Magnolia ( Magnolia tripetal a) and Shingle Oak (Ouerous Imbricarla) . 

There are several notable trees in the local vicinity and for those who have both the time 
and the interest they may go directly to them for inspection. Here are three, as vollows: 
Off King St,, near Sterline (46 Barclay) is one of Hamilton's largest and oldest trees. 

A White Oak (Quercus alba) with a girth of 16' 5" 197 cm and has an average crown 
spread of 100 ft. or 30 meters. 

In neighbouring Dundas, one block north of King at 25 Park St., is the famed Dundas 
Atnerican Elm (Ulmus Americana). With a diameter of 5 ft - 150 cm, it rises to a height 
of 97 feet, 29 m. and has the largest crown spread of any known reported tree in Ontario 
of 120 ft. or 35.5 meters. 

Just around the corner at 37 Cross St,, is a big Tulip tree ( Liriodendron tulipifera ) on a 
front lawn. With a diameter of 48 inches or 119 cm. it towers upwards to 1 0 $ ft. or 33 
meters. The woods behind McMaster are just about the northern limit for this species 
growing native in this region. 
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Minutes of Meeting (continued) 

Bruce Mackenzie requested volunteers to help with various tasks at the FON Conference. 
He also announced that George Meyers and Dave Copeland were preparing a ten-year report on 
the Grimsby Hawk Watch. 

Ann May made a final announcement asking members to attend an event at City Hail 
on May 17, 1905 to declare the week Naturalists' Week, 

The meeting ad|oumed to the foyer for coffee and donuts. 


Bruce Duncan, President 


Nonl Steels, Acting Secretary 


GEORGE W. NORTH MEMORIAL UNVEILING 
CEREMONY 

Mark this date on your calendar: M onday, June 10, 1 985 . At 6:30 p.m, at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre, tne George W. North Memorial Plaque 
will be unveiled. Following this ceremony, we will take time to see the new 
wildlife planting area, display and picture window donated in George's memory 
and thenwill walkto the George W. North Lookout at the marsh. Later, a 
potluck supper will be held at the Nature Centre followed by films. 

This is an important event, honouring one of Canada's finest field birders and a 
longtime valued member of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. It will also be our 
second annual and enjoyable potluck supper with good company and a fine 
setting .... an excel lent start to summer. Nancy Lyne (627-0738) can tell you 
all the details if you'll give her a call. 


FAVOURITE SPOT 
Bob Westmore 

End of West Hamilton Bus Route - Before the 403 was cut out of the cliff, this area was 
fabulous, embracing the old radial line. It is excellent in the spring and fall for migrant 
warblers, Louisiana Water Thrush can be heard and seen at both Tiffany Falls locations. 
Mourning warbler Is not uncommon. 

Residents include PIleated Woodpecker, Ruffed Grouse, Hairy Woodpecker, Screech Owl 
and Red Tailed Hawk. Townahae Club, at the top of the hill, yields, in most winters. 
Winter Finches and Accipiters. 

The going is a bit rough; good walking booh are needed. Paths are worn enough to follow 
but are strenuous in places* 
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The Herptiles of the Hamilton Region (continued) 


pollution levels of the Bay? The fact that the Softshell and Map Turtles still exist in the Bay 
can lead us to optimism about the future of these and other species living in the Bay. 

Amphibians may well be the highlight of the herptiles in the Hamilton region. 

Normally, amphibians are thought of as animals that see their Juvenile stage develop 
in an aquatic environment with the adult stage being terrestrial, returning to the water on a 
yearly basis for breeding purposes. This is generally true for our frogs and toads, but salaman¬ 
ders certainly find all of the exceptions to the rule. 

Take the Mudpuppy for instance, it emerges from the egg with external gills, as most 
salamanders do, but continues with them throughout its adult life and never leaves Its liquid 
environment. The Red-backed Salamander, our most common salamander. Is found fust under, 
or in,the duff layer of the deciduous forests. This salamander sees water only in the form of 
soil moisture and does not travel to ponds for breeding. In late spring the female lays about a 
dozen white eggs in a sheltered spot under a log or rock and remains coiled around the eggs 
until hatching. The humidity here is always 100% so there is no danger of desiccation. When 
the eggs hatch the offspring are miniature adults. No terrestrial larval stage. It takes place in 
the egg. This reproductive strategy is found only with salamanders belonging to the genus 
Plethodon which is found only in North America, 

This is not the only unusual life strategy employed by the Red-backed salamander. 
Belonging to a group of salamanders known as the lungless salamanders, its respiration takes 
place entirely through its skin and, to do this, its skin must always be wet. This adds new 
meaning to "rich, moist woodlands". Of course the Red-backed Is easily identified by name 
alone except when one finds the lead colour phase. Here the red back is replaced with gray 
speckled with silver. 

The rarest salamander in the region, found only near the headwaters of Ancaster Creek 
the Four Toed Salamander is another lungless salamander but it does not belong to the genus 
Plethodon and it does have a traditional lifestyle. It seeks low wet areas and is most often found 
in areas where sphagnum moss grows. 

The Red Spotted Newt tries to follow the traditional lifestyle but cannot. Locally 
abundant throughout the region, the Newt returns to its ponds each spring and lays its eggs. The 
larvae upon hatching are aquatic with external gills and they metamorphosize at the end of the 
summer into the juvenile stage, termed the Red Eft. A brilliant orange creature. Just as shock¬ 
ing in appearance as any creature of the tropics, the Eft has two rows of red dots along its back. 
The Red Eft leaves the pond before winter and seeks similar environs to the Red-backed Sala¬ 
manders for hibernating purposes. For the next two to three years the Eft remains terrestial and 
then in about its fourth spring It migrates back to Its pond. Returning with a greenish tinge, 
the Eft is soon to become an adult and, as an adult, the newt will remain In the pond for all 
of its adult life. Normally this is the case, but to confuse things the newts that are found in 
the Dundas Valley do not spend the winters in the ponds but return each fall to the forest soils 
to hibernate and reappear In the spring. 

The most unusual salamander in the region, and probably in the world, is the Silvery 
Salamander. It is extremely rare in Canada, found only in the area between Mississauga, 

Dundas and Milton. In this area It has been found in some of the ponds of the Dundas Valley 
where it returns early each spring. Now, wherever one finds the Silvery Salamander, one also 
finds the Jefferson's Salamander. Actually, the Silvery and Jefferson's are identical in 
appearance, but the Silvery come only as females and they also have three sets of chromosomes 
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Sassafras Woods Is situated in the southwestern portion of the Halton Regional Municipality 
(R.M.), in the city of Burlington, The area Is under private ownership (the CUMiS Insurance 
Company), so it is necessary to contact the owners to obtain permission to enter. It Is located 
in the northeast corner of the Waterdown Road-North Service Road intersection, fust north of 
Hwy. 403, and about 1 km north of Plains Road, The area has been designated an environ¬ 
mentally sensitive area (E.S.A.) by the Halton R*M. 

There are two main access points. By driving north on Waterdown Rd. from the North Service 
Rd. f one can turn right (east) on Old Waterdown Rd,, and follow It around to the south until 
it comes to a dead-end. Be sure to pull well off the road, to avoid blocking the driveway at 
the end of this road. You can walk Into the area by way of the Old Waterdown Rd, right of 
way. From this old cart track (the historical route used by early settlors to get from Hamilton 
and Burlington to Waterdown and communities above the Niagara Escarpment), you can see a 
small pine plantation, deep ravines lined with hardwoods. White Pine, and occasional hemlock 
mature and second-growth deciduous forests, old fields, and scrublands under the hydro right- 
of-way. The second access point is along the North Service Rd, fust east of Waterdown Rd. 
The Old Waterdown Rd. right-of-way emerges from the woods here. It can be followed north 
into the best example of southern deciduous woods (Carolinian forest) in Halton R.M. Other 
portions of the Sassafras Woods E.S ,A„ are less accessible, but they can be reached by 
traversing the deep ravines to the east of the cart track, between the light industry on North 
Service Rd,, and the talus slope of the Niagara Escarpment and the pastures to the north. 

Sassafras Woods was designated as an E.S.A, primarily for Its rich and relatively extensive 
forest and ravine communities. Carolinian forest species such as Red Hick tony (Carya oval?s ). 
Sweet Chestnut ( Costa neadentata), Flowering Dogwood ( Cornus florida) , and Sassafras 
(Sassafras albidum) occur here. Various herbs and shrubs of southern affinity also occur here. 
These include Rue-anemone (Anemonella thalicfroides) , Poke Milkwood ( Ascfepias exaltata) , 
Horsebalm ( Coliinsonia canadensis) , several species of tick-trefoil ( Desmodium spp.) , Yettow 
Mandarin (Disporum lanuginosum) , Spicebush (Llndera benzoin) , Whorled Milkwort 
(Polygala yertlclilata) . Fragrant Sumac (Rhus aromatico) , American Coiurnbo (Swertia 
coroliniensls) , and Sand Violet ft/?ola f?mbriafuIo|T Thus, the area provides habitat for 
several provlncialfy and regionally "rare plant species. 

The area Is also Interesting for its bird life. Yellow-tfroated Vireos and Whip-poor-wills can 
be found here during the summer. Great Horned Owls and Red-failed Hawks nest here, and 
the latter often congregate in the vicinity during the winter. The adjacent Burlington Land¬ 
fill site (along North Service Rd.) Is worth visiting during the winter, since several species 
of gull visit the site (Glaucous and Iceland Gulls are fairly regular, and Lesser Black-backed 
Gull has occurred In recent years). Saw-whet Owls have been seen occasionally in the small 
pine plantation to the north of the E.S.A. in the winter. Some of the small gullies and 
ravines cut into the clay substrate support patches of cattail, dogwood, willow, grape vines, 
goldenrod, and burdock which provide excellent cover for various passerines into the late fall. 
It is not unusual to find mixed flocks of sparrows (including Chipping, Field, Fox, and White- 
crowned) and other finches in November and December. 
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the softer underlying Silurian shales and sandstones. The north-eastward facing Niagoran 
escarpment was thus sharply etched and may still be traced from northern New York state 
to Queenston, to Hamilton, north-west to Owen Sound to the Manitoulin Islands, upper 
Michigan peninsula and Wisconsin, 

It has now been proposed that the present day dwellers in Ontario take advan¬ 
tage of this unique geological formation, lying within easy access of most of them, for 
recreational purposes. It has been further proposed that the Bruce Trail - a footway, as 
distinguished from a motorway, should be built at once. Such a trail would extend from 
Niagara Falls to Tobermory and would pass through much of the most beautiful territory 
in Southern Ontario, It would, indeed, constitute a sort of backbone, linking wild areas 
and would be the nucleus for a continuous green belt crossing Ontario which could, in 
time, become a continuous parkway. 

There are many precedents for such Trails, In Britain the Pennine way extends 
for hundreds of miles. In the Eastern United States the famous Appalachian Trail extends 
for 2,021 miles and ts supplied with overnight camping accommodations at reasonable 
intervals. All such trails are intended to be accessible at any point and so are available 
for either short or long journeys. Maps of each area are usually available as well as 
guides to the geology, history, fauna and flora, 

Man Is a biological animal - yet he lives for the most part in a highly 
artificial industrial complex! If he is to derive the worthwhile benefits which his 
technological complex can undoubtedly produce he must somehow blend this life with 
the more "natural" one. It would seem that a bio-aesthetic life would be an optimum 
one - that is to say, one in which contact is maintained with the living world and with 
the satisfying beauty thereof. At the same time, the leisure to enjoy It can be produced 
by using the stored energy of fossil fuels and the energy of falling wafer, etc,, to do 
the work. Therefore, when we speak of preserving natural "undeveloped" areas, we 
speak of contributing a necessary component to a balanced life. 

There seems to be an almost universal tendency to measure the value of a 
wild area in terms of the number of people who would visit It each year, without faking 
into account the quality of the experience each visitor obtains, and without making any 
allowance for the values that do not depend on the presence of any visitors whatsoever. 

A lonely marsh may serve as a breeding ground for birds that move to other places and 
give recurring pleasure to countless people who may not even know that the marsh exists; 
and that same marsh may form an overflow basin that can place a natural check on a 
flooding river that would otherwise wreak costly havoc in populated areas farther down 
stream. The marsh may also have great economic value as a place where water sinks 
into the ground to rise again in distant springs or wells, or as a place where nature 
maintains many of the marvellous "mechanisms" and balances that have been developed 
through millions of years of evolution. Vegetation plays a vital role in cleansing and 
renewing the very air we breathe, and when too many "green belts" give way to factories, 
housing and crowded highways, residents come into more and more unpleasant contact 
with irritating (and sometimes killing) smog, 

A great many people are beginning to realize that population pressures are 
tending to produce such universal regimentation that our lives will become poorer instead 
of richer unless we take immediate steps to preserve "variety". Perhaps more people could 
make direct use of the Taj Mahal if It were converted into a drive-in theatre, but what 
a loss that conversion would be to the world! When no trip can be taken that does not 
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Every spring thousands of hawks fly over Beamer Conservation Area in Grimsby, 

For the past ten years several members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club have been involved 
in a project which monitors this migration. The results are printed in The Grimsby Hawkwatcher, 
an annual supplement to The vVood Duck, One of the most dedicated of the Hawliwat.fi hers is 
Di , ./alter Klabunde, a member of the Buffalo Ornithological Society, He is the (often sole!) 
counter during weekdays from -March to May every year. Dr, Klabunde was given a Conser - 
vation Award in 1904 by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club in recognition of his work at the 
Grimsby Hawk Watch over the past eight years. 


HAWKWATCHING AT GRIMSBY 


by WALTER K LAB UNDE 

> p Each spring up to 00,000 or more hawks migrate around the eastern end of Lake 
lie. Or these, about 30% go off to the east along the south shore of Lake Ontario, The 
) est go west and can be ooserved at Grimsby, Most hawks are very energy conscious and 
migrate primarily when their flight is assisted by rising air currents and/or thermals. For 
i is reason they generally avoid large bodies of watGr which do not create rising air currents 
and only generate weak thermals with proper cloud formations, 

o • Reamer Conservation Area Hawk Lookout in Grimsby is favourably located, being 
on y kilometers from the lake and 250 meters from the Niagara Escarpment, Both these 
*actors Jonid to runnel the hawk migration directly over the lookout. Finally, the gorge 
created oy Forty Mile Creek, some 300-500 meters easterly from the lookout, is an excellent 
source oi rising air currents as well as thermals which attract hawks for the "lift" they 
ac ieve here. A major disadvantage of the Boamer Lookout is that hawks flying below the 
escarpment cannot be seen. Strong southerly winds aggravate this problem. Thus, unless 
o servers are out on the lake plains area at such times, many hawks may be missed. 

1 ur cey Vultures, Ospreys and particularly American Kestrels often are missed. The latter 
species is known to favour the shoreline during migration. 


Based on data of the last five years when nearly daily coverage was achieved from 
//larch through 31 May, the average total hawks for the season for Grimsby was 15,133. 

1 iq following is a breakdown of totals for each species seen per season and the period in 
weel<s when 95% of each species came through. 


Although statistics are useful and interesting, the excitement in hawkwafching 
comes only through personal experiences. My most memorable moment occurred several years 
ago, at Beamer, when I was alone, sitting comfortably next to my car, leisurely recording 
ine hawks as they came over the tree tops. In this instance | saw a Sharpie in my binoculars 
Jusf as it v/as approaching the "hern-pind'about 350 feet southwest. At that point the bird 
wenv into a stoop heading directly toward me. Viewing the bird as it was approaching, it 
appeared that I was in a crash situation. At the last moment I instinctively lowered my 
binoculars - and probably ducked - but in the next instant I turned to see the bird swooping 
over the hawthorn 20 reet behind me. The fur collar on my jacket probably was the attraction! 



‘(uinssAjy) sap iossA j p tunssAj y ij4jm Buojd uapjDQ 
>jooy Qgy 044 /AOjeq djddji Admiidj ai|4 Buojd punoj si osj d sjq^ •Bumjoojq jjj 4s aq Apiu 
( pssA\>jO!Lj'j psSSr-f) uiniDj'joquin'‘uTnajiojo^ puo smojO (jjiqs>]J04s) tun i J oin a i o tun ipoig 'Qfl fl st |4 
JDau pDOjj UU| Aa jjp/\ 40 epis aq4 Buojd puoAqJoau (uii^udj^ uigovj ) snjjaqojnd uo jaBuq q4JM 

jo4sdouv uj >jJDj Ao||da 6 ujjdg u| punoj aq Adiu (sjapupxajy uapjOQ) pa jnp P12 12_ * Buioioojq 

aq pjnoqs (ss3J0 qoo^j Ajjpjq) D^nsaiq siqpay puo (sj4DUiaj3 a|din,j) sijdjj ioj443a si4DUJa)3 
'< iDjj_ oonjg ai]4 40 uoj4oas ouiajs^ 4unoy\j aq4 Buojd A410 aij4 40 pua Jaq40 344 uj *ADMq6i[q 02 # 
40 4soa ai]4 04 spooM 4ueuidJDDsa aq4 uj smojB osjd 4J *auo 4SDJ aq4 J °4 Ajjpa 4 jg d aq Apui 4J 
*( Da|ja 4 DM psADaj-pDOjg) esuappupp wnjjAqdojpAjq puo (ssaJ^ > po^j gapoujc;) P4PPlAaP| siqpjy 
y (ujo2) j©jjiiibs)sisu©ppUDO pajuaoiQ (saqoaaag s | upiuqo4nQ) DiJDjjnono DJ4uaoiQ '(ssar) ajdjnj) 
nsspjBjnop auiiuppjD3 uioojq ui punoj aq Adui 'pua 4spa s/410 aq4 ui osjd / 4saJoj s,6uivj uj 

•>jaaJ3 Aauo45 

UI ppoy UM04AojdDjL 40 4 S 3 M pup 4U0UidJDOsa aq4 40 q4nos 4snl 40jpooM p ui j^ijuajd si siqj[ 
•(pipiuaay\j asjp.]) sapioppujdaasoJd Diqjaojq sp qons papnjoui aq Adri 311114 uoj4uaAUoo 4 d 
tuoojq ui aq pjnoqs 4 pq 4 A41U101A uo4jiiup[q a4Djpauiuii aq4 40 S4Upjd 6uj4sa4a4ui aq4 4s6uomy 


sjjauuny 4Jy SlOdS 3il*jriQAVd 




eei'si 

1VXOI 

H =( U !!^W Z) 

+ (uoojpj auuBaJaj j) 

VI 

snoaupjjaosi^ 

+ (9|Sd3 p|dq 9) + (ojSpg uapjOQ g) 





Z09 

pai4i4uepiun 

Z/9 °i 8/G 

8 

96 

jaiisa^j upouaiuy 

91/S oi 5/P 

9 

9Z 

AaadsQ 

SZ/9 °*9l/£ 

01 

Sll 

jaijjpjq ujeq4JO|\j 

Z/9 °* ZZ/Z 

01 

U 

pa66aj-qBnoy 

6/9 °i Zl/P 

8 

6GZ9 

paSuiM-ppojg 

9Z/P 9 i/e 

9 

169 

pajapjnoqs^pa^ 

6/S °i l/£ 

01 

P96Z 

paj iP4-pay 

6/9 °i 91/2 

0 

091 

s,jadoo3 

91/9 °i 9/P 

9 

LLPP 

pouuajs-djpqg 

Z/9 °i 91/2 

Z 

IP 

>|Mpqso0 

Z/9 °t ZZ/2 

9 

889 

ejn4jny\ Aa>jjnjL 

JD4Q} J04 

s>jaoM 

jpa^yaBpjaAy 

saioadg 


SDUSUVlS l-DJLVM >IMVH AaSVv'I^O 


•M ■ 


181 



182 


THE GEOLOGY AND LANDFORMS OF THE HAMILTON AREA by IAN REID 

Few cities in North America can boast of such an impressive site as Hamilton. 

The smooth, curving lakeshore, the enclosed water bodies of the Harbour and Cootes 
Paradise, the forested Niagara Escarpment running through the city and enfolding the 
Dundas Valley fn its rocky arms - all these and other topographic features combine to 
present a multi-faceted aspect which impresses many visitors but is taken for granted, 
or even i gnored, by many of its inhabitants, 

The purpose of this article is to provide a summary of the distinctive landforms of 
Hamilton and the surrounding area, with a brief description of the conditions under which 
they were formed. The accompanying map has been designed to assist readers in identi¬ 
fying these features on the ground. 

Bedrock Geology 

We must go back to the late Ordovician period, about 450 million years ago, to 
explore the origins of the bedrocks underlying the area. At this time there was basically 
only one land mass; the continents which we know today had not yet drifted apart. The 
Equator is believed to have run from the Gulf of California to Hudson Bay, and the*site 
of Hamilton would have been about 15 degrees south of the Equator. The interiorof what we 
know as North America became submerged under the tropical waters of an arm of the Ocean. 

To the east of this Ordovician sea an uplift of land occurred - the Taconic 
Mountains (precursors of the Appalachians). As this land was eroded, large quantities of 
fine silt and clay were deposited In great deltas along the sea coast. In the Hamilton area 
we can see these deposits in the red Queenston shale beds at the base of the escarpment or 
in some of the deeply cut ravines; they also underlie much of Hajfon and Peel regions. 

At the end of the Ordovician period the area now comprising Southern Ontario 
rose and the sea receded for a few million years. But for most of the Silurian period (425- 
400 million years ago) the area was again covered by a sea into which rivers poured materials 
which they had eroded from the mountains to the southeast. At first sand was the dominant v 
material, e c g. the "Whirlpool sandstone" beds; but at other times, near deltas, where the 1 
sea was muddy, silts and clays were deposited, e.g. the Cabot Head, Grimsby and 
Rochester shales. 

Later fn the Silurian period, when the sea was clearer, the chief deposits were the 
calcium carbonate skeletal remains of marine organism and coral detritus. These deposits 
ware compressed to form limestone, but subsequent replacement of some of the calcium by 
magnesium carbonates produced the dolomites which are the dominant rocks in the Irondequoit 
and Lockporf formations of the upper escarpment. 

Toward the end of the Silurian period the sea again receded, and the emergent 
continent must have been a vast, featureless plain of mainly dolomitlc limestone. For the 
next 400 million years this plain was transformed by some tectonic uplift and by erosive 
forces. Rivers etched their pattern into its surface, gradually widening their valleys and 
cutting down through the hard limestones to the softer shales. The fointed and permeable 
limestones or dolomites were more resistant fo erosion, and so formed a steep cliff or "scarp" 
above the more rapidly eroded shales and sandstones. The Niagara Escarpment is thus * 
caused by the different rates of erosion of its various constituent rocks. Erosion is still 
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Fite Geology and Landforms of the Hamilton Area (continued) 


TYPICAL ESCARPMENT PROFILE AT HAMILTON 
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sfowly but inexorably causing 

the escarpment to recede, generalIv 
toward the southwest. Good examples 
of rock sequences h- he escarpment at 
Hpmiftdn'may lAAseen in various road 
cuts, e .g. Jolley Cut, Cfappjson Cut 
and i lock Rood, and in the gorges 
below waterfalls, e,g„ Webster's 
nnd lew's Faffs (Spencer Creek), 

Albion Faffs (Redhilf Creek) and the 
Devils Pgrtchbowl (Stoney Creek). 

The escarpment has ?n the past been 
subjected to very little in the wuy 
of tectonic movements - some broad 
tilting, but virtually no faulting , 

The rock strata now dip westwards 
info the Michigan Basin and are also 
orched up on a N .E .~S .W. axis, 
with the Blue Mountains at the crest 
of the axis. Thus in the Hamilton 
area the brow of the escarpment is 
about 280 m (920 ft) above sea level 
at Mount Nemo, 235m (770 ft) at 
Waterdown, and only 190 m (620 ft) 
on Hamilton Mountain. 
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Many of the surface features of the Hamilton area are due to a very recent aeolooirM 
ownf the P •!>'«•«. Ice Age of the lost million year, or so. During this pjiod there wrS at 

iftt l«,Z- l °T, f T' f “" Ti 0f fr featur « wh!ch «• - Hxfey ere the result 
uf the last (Wisconsin) glacial advance and the ablation of this Ice sheet barely 12,000years ago. 

„ . Wf t' h ^ bcen -roded (md evtmfua ^ joshed by glaciers is given the general 

name drift but this term covers a variety of different type, of deposit. Glacial drift deposited 
in ^tensive sheets of varying thickness is called "till" . Finely ground rock is the chief ewtl- 
tuenl of most till and is the parent material for clay and silt soils in our erea- but since tiff has 
not been deposited by water, it is not sorted and therefore usually contains some larger sized * 
rock fragments - the old name "boulder clay" is not inappropriate. The Halton Till forms a 
gently roiling landscape east of the escarpment and is generally good farmland. 
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higher than the present lake level. Lake Iroquois, as geologists call this lake, drained out 
through the Mohawk Valley spillway to the Hudson River Valley, until such time as the ice 
melted from the St. Lawrence Valley and the present ctainage system was established. As 
the water level declined to the present level of Lake Ontario, the gradients of streams 
flowing into the lake became steeper; the resultant increase in erosive power is the cause of 
the many ravines which are a feature of the lower Dundas Valley and the Westdale area of 
Hamilton. 

The old shoreline of Lake Iroquois can be clearly seen in many places in the 
Hamilton area at about the 110m (360 ft) contour line, in some places as a narrow terrace 
partway up the escarpment, but elsewhere as a wide raised beach, e.g, in King's Forest 
Park in the Redhill Creek valley. Another Interesting feature of Lake Iroquois was the beech 
bar formed by longshore currents at the west end of the lake (corresponding to the modern 
Burlington "beach strip" bar which encloses Hamilton Harbour). The Lake Iroquois sand and 
gravel bar today separates the Harbour from Cootes Paradise, and It provides an important 
transportation route for Hamilton, accommodating two major roads and two railways. The 
bar Is prime real estate for cemeteries. Also located on it are Dundurn Castle with its park, 
and the R.B.G. Rock Garden - a fine example of a rehabilitated gravel pit, the rocks now 
in the garden having all been imported from the escarpment. 

A separate extension of the Lake Iroquois Bar swings east through the Aldershot 
area north of Hamilton Harbour and is the cause of the steep bluffs on the harbour's north 
shore. In contrast with the flat, marshy land on the south shore which has been drained and 
land-filled to provide sites for Hamilton's harbour facilities and industrial area. The bar 
also runs south into the city centre of Hamilton forming a ridge of relatively high ground 
linking the escarpment with the harbour. 

Most of the city of Hamilton below the "mountain" is built on the old bed of Lake 
Iroquois. To the east of Stoney Creek this "lakeshore plain" is the renowned Niagara Fruit 
Belt. The lacustrine materials vary from sand to fairly light clays, and soils and climate 
combine to make this the most favoured area in Canada for growing tender fruits and grapes. 
In the Aldershot-Burlington area of the lakeshore plain the dominant land use was market 
gardening. Unfortunately these two areas, linked by the Burlington beach strip, are an 
obvious transportation corridor. The construction of the Pueen Elizabeth Way along this 
corridor has inevitably attracted commercial and housing developments which have seriously 
encroached on the market gardens and fruitlands, and threaten to do so even more in the 
future. It sometimes seems as if geology has blessed the Hamilton area in a remarkable way, 
but we are determined to spurn these gifts bestowed upon us. 
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In 1970, the Hamilton Naturalists' Club was asked to revise the Hamilton section of the book 
"A NATURALISTS' GUIDE TO ONTARIO" published by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 
In response to this request, George Bryant produced the following guide to the Hamilton Area, 

It Is reproduced from the December 1970 issue of The Wood Duck with updates by George Meyer. 

A NATURALISTS' GUIDE TO THE HAMILTON AREA by GEORGE D. BRYANT 

Situated at the western end of Lake Ontario where the Niagara Escarpment parallels 
the shoreline, Hamilton has become the focus of many naturalists' activities. Located within a 
short distance of the city are both tamarack swamps with many boreal plants and hardwood 
forests containing Tulip Tree, Black Walnut and Sassafras, Since Hamilton is close to the 
northern boundary of the Deciduous Forest Region, naturalists have access to a wide number of 
Plant species. On the north slopes of the ravines near the city one may find Rue Anemone 
which is commonly found farther south, whi le only a few miles away grow Bunchberry and 
fwinflower, plants of a more boreal distribution. Many species of birds find suitable habitat 
for nesting, with the Orchard Oriole, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and Mockircjb.ird negcing their 
northern nesting limits while Purple Finch, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Pine Siskin occasion¬ 
ally nest this far south. Both the lake and the escarpment influence migrating birds T thus 
enabling one to list many species during spring and fail passage. Many birds spend the winter 
?n the region and the Christmas Bird Count has on occasion reached 100 species, 

NIAGARA ESCARPMENT: The Bruce Trail provides a route to several interesting spots along 
the escarpment. North to south they are as follows: 

Rattlesnake Point: Now a conservation area, this is the southern tip of an outlier of 
the escarpment. Reaching an elevation of 1000 feet, it provides a fine panorama of the sur¬ 
rounding country. Turkey Vultures nest in the forests north of the lookout, and up to 30 may 
be seen soaring over the country side during hot summer days. Several species of ferns grow on 
the escarpment face and the talus slope below. These include Polypody ( Polypod?urn 
virginlanum) , Goldie's Wood Fern (Dryopteris goldiana). Maidenhair' Spleenwort (Aspleniurn 
trichomanes) and Smooth Cliff-brake ( Pellaea glabella; . Both colour phases of the Red- 
backed Salamander may be found beneath these rocks. From the village of Waterdown on 
Higlrway 5 (north of Burlington), go north at the stoplights on Centre Road 6 miles to the 
village of Carlisle. Turn right at the stop sign, proceeding 7 miles to Appleby Line, then turn 
left up the escarpment to the park. Paths lead south from the main parking area to the lookout. 
Elk and bison roam free in a large paddock west of the parking lot. 

Mount Nemo: The Bruce Trail follows the brow of the escarpment here for over a 
mile. Several long crevasses parallel the cliff face, some extending to a depth of 100 feet, 
and these offer hibernating areas for some species of bats. Roundleaf Dogwood (Cornus rugosa) 
is very common here. Purple Clematis (Clematis verticil laris) grows on the slopes. Take 
Highway 5 east from Waterdown 5.4 miles and go north *1,5 miles to the T-infersection. Bruce 
Trail markers on the left indicate the access trail to the brow. 

Rock Chapel: A property of the Royal Botanical Gardens, this park provides a good 
view of Hamilton and Dundas from the escarpment brow. The Bruce Trail passes through it and 
the unique Walking Fern (Camptosorus rhizophyllus) grows close to the trail. Bladdernut 
(Staphylea trifolia) and Yellow Mandarin (Dfsporum lan eg? nosum) are two Carolinian plants 
which occur here," near their northern limits. From Clappisons Corners proceed west on 
Highway 5 one mile to Rock Chapel Road and turn left. The parking lot and picnic facilities 
will be reached in one mile. 
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flies and ferns, including the uncommon Crested Shield Fern (Pryopteris crfstata) . White- 
tailed Deer are quite numerous. From Clappisons Comers proceed 7-1/S' miles towards Guelph 
on Highway 6 to West Flamborough Concession 8 (1 -1/5 miles south of Freelton). After 
turning left, the swamp is entered In 4 miles. Note the many drumlins to the south of this 
road. The swamp here is primarily Red Maple, but this changes to stands of Aspen and then 
White Cedar. The road is subject to flooding during the spring thaw. 

Af the first crossroads 2-1/2 miles past the swamp entrance, turn right. Here white-throated 
sparrows, several species of warblers and occasional Winter Wrens maybe hectrd singing during 
the breeding season. Proceed one mile to the Intersection of Highway 97. Just north of here 
a flood control dam in Valens Conservation Area has created a lake 1-1/2 miles long on 
Spencer Creek. By turning left, the lookout and park entrance may be reached. By turning 
right on Highway 97, then left at the old school house and proceeding for 1/4 mile, there is 
another good view of the lake. Note the unique "artesian pump" by the school house. 
Throughout the spring and fall the lake attracts many species of migrating ducks and shorebirds. 
Numerous swallows, including Cliff Swallows which nest in the area, may be seen flying over 
the lake. 


One reaches another good birding spot by going one mile west along Highway27 
from Valens to the intersection of Highway 52 and proceeding south for 3.7 miles. In the 
scrub-filled field northwest of the intersection, several Grasshopper Sparrows and Uplands 
Plovers usually breed, and Henslow^Kvparrows have been recorded. 


Alternatively, by driving north from the Valens school house, turning right at the 
next two 1-intersections, and then left at the next intersection to the railroad tracks, an 
interesting bog area may be reached. Broad-winged Hawks and Long-eared Owls hove been 
found here during the summer. Pitcher Plant (Sarracenia purpurea) and Labrador Tea 
(Ledum groenlandicum) grow beside the railroad tracks and several other bog species occur 
in the White Cedar-Tamarack swamp. The pure stands of White Birch just to the cast provide 
food for the larvae of the Luna Moth. Just north of the swamp. Grasshopper Sparrows may be 
heard, singing in fields on either side of the road. 

Located nearby and worth a visit is Mountsberg Conservation Area which also 
contains a flood control dam, backing up Bronte Creek for over a mile. It has the added 
advantage that neither hunting nor swimming are permitted so wildlife is relatively undisturbed. 
In spring and fall large numbers of waterfowl rest here and when the water levels are low in 
late summer and autumn many species of shorebirds congregate on the mudflats at the upper end. 
Coots and Pied-billed Grebes nest in considerable numbers, along with the odd pair of Hooded 
Mergansers. Mountsberg is reached by proceeding north 2-1/4 miles on Highway 6 past 
Highway 97 and turning right on the paved Campbellvllle Road, Go one mile east to Centre 
Road, turn left for 3/4 mile and then right at the next road. The park entrance is 200 yards 
past the railroad crossing. For views of the mudflats, continue past the park entrance one 
mile to the first crossroad and turn right. 

Lake Ontario: Hamilton birders are favoured by their geographical position at the 
west end of the lake, as migrating water birds tend to funnel toward the egrea, Recent 
"pelagic trips" by naturalists on Lake Ontario have shown that birds usually considered 
rarities, such as Sabine's Gull, Red and Northern Phalaropes and Pomarine and Parasitic 
Jaegers may rather be regular fall migrants through the area. All of these birds may also 
be seen from shore if one is fortunate. During late afternoons in September and October, 
Hamilton birdwatchers spend many hours scanning the lake with telescopes for jaegers and 
other migrants. At appropriate times of the year eiders, scoters and loons may be seen from 



‘XDMqBiq 0LJ4 440 4l|6lDJJS SpDSJ qOiqM pDOJJ SU0pJD0 euiidg 0>JDj[ *lj4JOU 3L|| 04 S9AJnO 41 1141m 
SOjJUl 0/A4 JOJ XDMtjSitj SLJ4 UO UIDIU0J pUD 4J0J UJOJ^ *(g XoMlj6ipj) 459/^ pDOy SUlDId 04 9JIUJ g/j 
pDOy 9jJDgD"! UO tjjJOU pSaOOJg *>|JO^ ©JjDSD-J JO JS0M S0J1UJ g SI XJ04OUIO3 pUDJfJOO/yy 

* JJDqM P|0 9 l |4 04 SpD 3 | IjOllJM poOJ ©44 UO 4jej UJOJL 
' U014DJ61IU 6ujjnp S 9 UIJ 9 SSDcl JOJ D0JD pooB D SI 949 Lj >JJod 8q£ *pDOJj qJD,J 8jjr gDq 04 S 9 j JUI g 
4 S 9 M ©nuj4uo3 • pjDA 9 |nog ©4045 q 44 oj\| 04 aBuoqojajui *m* 3 * 0 s 44 wo 4 f (Z ^ dm H 6 !H) P 00 ^ 
8JOqS8>jD“J UO 9 JIUJ g/j 4 S 9 M 6uip000Ojd Xcj paqODOJ SI J0UJJOJ ©q£ ‘XjajOUJa^ pUDjpoo//^ puo 
>|JO£j 0j|DgD“] 9 JD sjnoqooj omj jseq aqj[ ‘uoi4dj6iuj Buijnp uaas ©q jjim s>pnp BuiAip jo saioads 
|DJ9A9S puD BupdsXjJoa uj p©40u ©q Xdui seqajQ psqoau-pay puo paujopj ‘paBoJnoosip 40U 
©Jo spJiq BuijojBiui (sojoino soissdjd3) H £ IJPI°0 P UD ( 0 i dj u 0 snuiJdA^) dJo^ aq4 uoqj Jaqjo qsij 
mo4 04 ©jqDjjdsoq uiaas mou Xog uo4j|uio}-j jo siajoM 044 qBnoqjjy jXdq uojjituopi 

• pjjqBupjooiu 

puo qoujj asnoq joj jjajo aq XqsiuijQ uj 9|jq/y\ ‘uoijduiBduji JnoX ssn 4nq oorudg XoMJop.) 

puo 8|dofy\f XoMJOj\J JO M9IA 9q4 Xq JJO p0UJO4 0JD SJSIJDJOJDU M0J Y ‘4UIOJ UOSqiQ UJOJJ M9IA 
044 Xolua puo (DJOJj UDIUj|OJD3) 40J pOOM 044 OJOjdxa BuiXjJ 4,U8JD S>jMD4 044 Jj *S94Dp 8SO44 
puoXaq 'Xjjdjojjjouo 'puo [g Xoyy/ 04 j qoJoyy ujojj Xjjoioijjo P04O4DM si uoijojBjuj jojdoj Bujjds 
044 oiaqM DOJy U0J4DAJ9SU03 jaiuoag 40 p©aijjd 0AD4 no^ *pooy Xxion^ jd qjjou ujoj 44614 d 
9 >jduj puo (4S9U 04 pa$nL{sn.iq4J94D4 \ dudisioo-]| ajaqM) sjjd^ SJauiDag 4SDd 7 uj>j g 4noqD Joj 4S0M 
4] MOjpj *poojj ©Spty SI SJ41 ‘(sauiop ..uojuo,, Buj4s©J94ui S41 441M 404043 0404403 uoiuiDJqn 
SjXjdw^s s4jsoddo) juouidJoose 044 junoui noX 49440 4snJ ujnj 44614 4 sjjj 044 ©qoiu puD juaujdJoosa 
044 dn (4464^043 044 J04JD 4 ©o- 4S uiojuno^ puD a6uo40J94Ui 044 40 49Q-»4S 3 H S ! J1 1D P 9 || D0 ) 
pooj 2144 moijoj *(44nos) 4461J ujnj puo 41x0 / 4Soa 044 04 06UD4OJ04UI 4xau 944 4y 

*sosno4 4D9U 

puo SPJD40J0 ui oJo Xaqx * d8Jd S144 ui spjig 6ui>jooy\/ joj 4J9|o ag *s4U|od oBdjuda 04 ssoood 
OpIAOid OSJD 4SD0 044 04 SpDOJ J9440 pUD pDOJj S0>jDO * SUOISDOOO 09J44 UO 0J04 U99S U0aq SD4 
uoo-] poUiq-MOjjs^ ojdJ Xj0UJ0J4xa 044 puo pa4ou aq Xdui uooq p94DO444-p0^ ppo 04^ • J84 dm 
044 uo uaos aq Xdui suoo-j uoujujo^ poipunq jDJaA0sXoi/\/ Xjjd9 Jo judy ©4 dj uj *suooj 6ui4dj6uu 
joj U0J40DJ44D jopads o oAoq 04 suiaas 40J4M Xoq apiM o spujj euo 'a^oj 044 04 pooj S144 6ui>jDj_ 
*p©40D8J si 06uDqoJa4ui oouojqosD^ 044 / 9 Bud4OJ04ui 02^ dM M 6 JH 0L H 1 sdc ^ ^l! 1 ^ 9 *AA*3'D 

044 uo 4 sd 9 Buipaaoojd Xg * dsjd pojnoAoj d si (pJDA9|nog 40003 uo) jdudo 044 jo 4400s s©| iuj g 
'qsDsg SjJduBd/^ uo j\ *s4odsXuouj iuojj pSMaiA ©q uoo 0>jD| 044 'jdudo 044 jo 44005 

* dn Moqs 04 

spjiq 0SOLJ4 joj 0UJ14 jsoq 044 X||DJ0u©S si Bujjds ©404 ’^©44 441M uoj4dioossd ui ueas sauiijoiuos 
0JD SjjOQ 0J44J4 ©JnjDUlUil puo 4 | n PV * SJ0MO4 ojpXpj 044 UI do 4614 40 J 9 d U94JO puo U0J4DJ6IUJ 
Bump uouiiuoo aJD sjjoq s^Jodouog *sJ0id 044 uo punoj sq Xduj sapads jdj©ass jo SUJ04 
puo sjjoq ‘©pis 0>jdj ©44 uo ©Bpuq 4jij ©44 jo 4400s 4snl 4JDJ 'spjiq jqjdm jo uoijoAJasqo joj 
jods juajjeoxa uo sj 'pJDAajnog 40009 uo 4400s sojilu g/j-j 'jdud^ qOD©g uojBuijjng 

•juiod 06D4UDA poo6 J9440UD si uuj 
juojg J9LUJOJ 044 jo ©41s ©44 'pjoAajnog qooag puD (pDoy ©40480404) gXDM46i|q jo uoijoasjajuj 
* 044 4y •S4oo>|Ooj pooB 04 ssoood apiAOjd jjd (auj4 4d|9O0 jo 4 SD 0 X|0Aj4oeds0j ojitu g/j 
pUD^-/i-i) SJJD^ 4004004 XOOJ5 puo GUJ4 SjiaJijDM '0014 4djooQ ‘ouiq qdjaOQ jo 4SD0 sojiui 
g/j-g sj 4| *S|jnB SSDJD4 X844 sd sjaBaoj 8AJ©sqo 04 aoDjd 4 saq 044 sdD 44 ad si ©U14 Xqajddy jo 
400J 044 y uo46ui|Jng uj *0401 044 ui 400 4044404 pooijou aq jjim S4onp BuiAip puo 'JajujM 044 
ui s>pnp Bujjqqop 40 D 444 D 54004404 ajuojg puo 9 ||JA>jdo 44 og *S4Uiod 400400) JD|odod joJaAas 
aJD 94344 0404s 4400s 044 04 diJ4s qooag uojBujjjng 044 puoojD ajoqs qjjou 044 iuojj 


161 


*U04jo 04 ou! do paujo4 soq ©qoJQ paiog ©44 sjdgX 400004 uj ‘0404s 

(p0ouj4uoo) opinQ t s 4 SijDin 4 DN V 



A Naturalists' Guide to the Hamilton Area (continued) 
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The Royal Botanical Gcrdens Headquarters building which is located here provides a good spot 
in autumn fo watch migrating hawks. The entrance to the cemetery is 1/2 mile past Highway 2, 
The cemetery is also perhaps the best spot wound Hamilton In the fall to view land migrants as 
they follow the shoreline and are attracted to the wooded slopes. During early mornings in 
September, over 20 species of Warblers may be seen moving through the trees. 

Af the east end of the bay, recently created ponds are now attracting shorebirds 
and waterfowl. They may be reached by proceeding south on Beach Boulevard under the Q .E ,\A 
overpass and immediately turning right on a dirt road. The ponds are located 1/2 mile along 
this road. 


Another place of Interest, Indian Point, is at the north corner of the bay where the 
bases of two Hydro towers support small nesting colonies of Common Terns. By using telescopes 
one may sometimes observe Little Gulls and Forster's Terns on the rocks. The birds may be 
viewed from the foot of Allview Avenue, 1/4 mile west of the Q ,E.W, on Lakesliore Road or 
from the shoulder of the Q ,E,W, southbound exit ramp for Beach Boulevard. 

COOTES PARADISE MARSH: As well as providing a most impressive western 
entrance to Hamilton, the marsh and its environs are a real paradise for the naturalist. It is 
undoubtably the single most interesting area in the region. Most of the marsh and the forest 
surrounding It are owned by the Royal Botanical Gardens and have been kept as a nature 
preserve. A wide variety of trees grow in this predominantly climax forest and some have 
reached an impressive stature and maturity. Black Oak, Chinkapin Oak, Black Walnut and 
Tulip Trees all occur here at their northern limits. Several Flowering Dogwoods occur and 
one has been discovered with a diameter of 8 inches. In autumn, the grove of Sassafras 
located on Sassafras Point on the north shore produces a most impressive display of colour. 

Just behind McMaster University, "The Pinery", a stand of large White Pines, some over 80 
feet tall, harbour nesting Pine Warblers. The native American Chestnut (Castanea dentate) 
grew on these slopes, and there may still be sprouts rising from stumps of frees killed 50 years 
ago by the blight. One White Oak growing on the south shore has been estimated to be 360 
years old. Wild grape lianas thrive In the woodlands and one old vine has attained a length 
of 85 feet and a diameter of 6 inches. 

For the birdwatcher there are several areas of Interest. On the south side of the 
marsh the woods around Westdale ravine are perhaps the best area for spring migrants. In 
recent years several ra r e species, such as Worm-eating Warbler and Summer Tanager, have 
been recorded here. Yellow-throated Vireos, Cerulean Warblers and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
nest In the forest canopy. From King Street West, turn north on Forsyth Avenue, Just east of 
McMaster University,and proceed onto Mayfair Crescent, When the University is In session, 
parking here may be difficult. There are several marked frails which may be followed in the 
woods to the north. "The Pinery" is located a few hundred yards to the west along the slope. 

The banks of the old Desjardins Canal, which used to serve Dundas, may provide 
an interesting hike to the marsh. Take Cootes Drive which links Hamilton and Dundas, and 
park on the shoulder where the road goes over Spencer Creek. By walking north on the east 
bank, the canal may be reached. The extensive growths of Tall Manna-grass (Glyceria sp.) 
provide suitable habitat for Sharp-tailed Sparrows migrating from James Bay in the autumn. 
They are discovered some years during the first two weeks in October. This Is also an excel¬ 
lent area in September to observe Ospreys which often linger for several days during migration. 

Throughout the year the Dundas Hycfro Pond attracts numerous birds, ft is located 
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All hikes start at 


WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 


DATE 

LEADER(S) 

5/1 

George Meyers 
945-4217 

5/8 

Paul Foster 
547-0168 

Joan Dobson 
526-7370 


5/15 Peter Thoem 
681-2738 

5/22 Denys Gardiner 
336-2704 

5/29 Fred Houston 
627-5165 

6/5 Hazel Broker 
527-0333 

6/12 Barbara & 

Leslie Laking 
639-2113 


6/19 Barb McKean 
522-3223 

6/26 Tim Story 
648-0616 

7/3 Shirley Klement 
336-5433 

7/10 Vi Chornook 
634-9101 

7/17 Jeff Blezius 
385-6178 

7/24 Ian & Barbara 
Reid 628-8329 

7/31 Ron Hepworth 
632-7694 

8/7 Peter Thoem 
681-2738 

8/14 Bruce Mackenzie 
643-4526 

8/21 Albert Butwick 
689-6358 


6:30 P. M. 

TOPIC OR AREA 
Beamer Canyon 

DETAILS 

S from QEW at Cristie St. 

(exit 70). 1 block to stop 
light. Miracle Mart on SW 
corner„ 

City Life 

preview of the FON outing. 

Meet St. Charles Gamier 

Church, 129 Hughson St. 
near Augusta. 

Bronte Creek 

be prepared for wet feet. Meet 
old GO lot, SE corner of 
hwy 25 and OEW 

Shell Park 

Meet Shell Park; N side of 
Lakeshore, about 1 mile E of 
Burloak„ Park first lot on loft- 

Dundas Valley 

Meet at the SW end of Turnbull 
Road. 

Mount Nemo 

Meet at the corner, Guelph 

Line & Colling Rd. Will we be 
in time for the Wild Clpma-Mc? 

Laking Garden 

Garden perennials: species 
from the temperate world versus 
cultivated hybrids. Meet at 

RBG's Laking Garden on Plains 
Road. 

Cootes by canoe 

'Phone to reserve a spot. 8 
canoes available or bring yours. 
Meet RBG boathouse/arborotnm 

photography 

Meet at Canterbury Hills. We 
will hike the Bruce Trail 
from there. 

Kerns Road 
quarry 

6.1 km E of hwy 6 on hwy 5. 

1.0 km S on Kerns Rd. Plants 
in an abandoned quarry. 

Grindstone Cr. 
to Lamb's 

Hollow 

Meet at the parking lot of 

Hidden Valley Park. 

N shore trails 

Meet at the RBG arboretum. 

somewhere in 
the Dundas 
Valley 

Meet at the Willie Wonderful 
Plaza at hwy 8 and Governor's 
Road. 

Twiss Rd. Pond 

Meet at the bottom of the hill 
on Twiss Rd: N of Derry Road, 

1 cone. W. of Guelph T.inp 

Hendrie Valley 

Meet at the Cherry Hill Gate 
parkinq lot. 

Dundas Valley 
Wilderness 

Trail 

Meet at the parking lot of 
Ancaster High on Jerseyville 

Road by Martin's I,anp 

A1's tree 
collection 

Meet at the top of the hill 
about 300 m N of Mil lgrriv^ Rd 


Amphibians 
is 


in the Hamilton Wentworth area or in the club 
asked to notify Nancy Lyne or Bruce Mackenzie . S 
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SUMMER WEEKEND HIKES 


SUNDAY, June 9, 1905 - 0:00 a.m SPOOKY HOLLOW 

— ■ ■ - » j " " ;-j- 

i he intent this spring is to get to Spooky early enough to see our birds. We have a good 
supply! We will also have a look at the life in our cool brooks, I his was an eye-opener 
last year. If you don't know the way to Spooky, or need a ride, phone Bruce or Jsfv 
Blezius, We will be leaving Spooky right after lunch. 

Leader: Bruce Duncan - 765-3322 

SATURDAY, June 15 f 1935 - 0:30 a.m. HAWKS AND OWLS AT MQUNTSQERG 

Haw (aland owls in the hand (live!.a rare opportunity. The morning will' be spoof 
banding these birds and learning about Mountsbeig ^rehabilitation program for disabled 
individuals. The afternoon will be spent exploring the property. Meet at Dundurn Castle. 
Enquiries: Jeff Blezius - 305-6178 

FRIDAY, June 21, 1935 - 6:30 p.m. NATIV ASTRO NO MY 

/'/hat did tne stars mean to the natives? '//hat lore developed around the stars? lino 
i la I ton R.C.A, has invited us to an outing at Crawford Lake where these questions will be 
answered. An astronomy expert will be on hand too. Prior to the meeting, 
the Authority has volun 
Crawford Lake at 6:30. 

Enquiries: Jeff Blezius - 305-^170 


Tom Peart of 

Authority has volunteered to show us the v/ildflowers around the lake. Meet at 


SATURDAY. June 29. 1935 - 8:30 a.m. 


LESLIE STREET SPI'i 


-- - . 7 ^ w. iV-, —• ^ jf « ✓ ’-J .til d ” 7 , - - ----- 

fhis spit has developed over the last 25 years as a result of dumping clean fill vrom other 
developments. Its location is fust south of a marsh which was destroyed earlier by similar 
developments. The birds love it. It houses several rare plants too. Caspian terns had 
160 nests there in 1934 and the number is increasing. The HNC observed a whimbrol on 
its last outing there. The future of the spit is uncertain. Therefore, let's visit now, 

Meet at Dundurn Castle. 

Leader: Barry Cherriere - 560-7476 

SATURDAY, July 6 1935 - 7:30 a.m. LYNE'S FARM 

Come and explore the Lyne Farm and surrounding area. We will be trampincj through 
woods, fields and swamp. We will meet at the RBG headquarters parking lot. It is a 
two hour drive to our destination. Bring a lunch and rubber boots. 

Leader: Nancy Lyne - 627-0733 
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